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ELECTION COMMITMENTS — NEW TAXES 

605. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 

I refer to comments the Premier made in February, and I quote — 

“There will be no new taxes on Western Australians, full stop. If we are elected, there will be no new 
taxes on Western Australians or increases in taxes on Western Australians. If we’re elected, full stop,” … 

In light of the government’s attempt to increase a mining tax, increase the jobs tax and introduce a betting tax, its 
flagging of a banking tax, and its announcement today of an Uber and taxi tax, will the Premier apologise to 
Western Australians for being dishonest to them? 

The SPEAKER: Withdraw that word “dishonest”, please, member. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Can I read it again and change it? 

The SPEAKER: Yes, you can change it. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: In light of the Premier’s attempt to increase a mining tax, increase the jobs tax and introduce 
a betting tax, its flagging of a banking tax, and today’s announcement of an Uber and taxi tax, will he apologise to 
Western Australians for misleading them? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Early this morning the Minister for Transport announced an industry-funded buyback scheme. We made it clear 
for a number of years prior to the state election that this is the direction we were going to go in. Members might 
recall that in this house there was debate after debate about this issue. I, the now minister, and other members of 
the Parliament—as it turns out, members of the now opposition; members of the Liberal Party—were calling for 
a levy to be imposed. We made it very clear that this issue had to be dealt with once and for all. The arrangement 
we have come up with is as fair as we can possibly construct it. It is certainly a lot better than the very haphazard 
arrangement and the very, very mean-spirited arrangement that the member for Bateman came up with. Even he 
knows—I am sure he knows—that what he came up with last year was totally inadequate. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: That is right; he said it was. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He was apologetic about what the cabinet came up with back then. I am sure that had the 
former government won the last election, its members would love to have brought in what we have brought in, 
because they know, as everyone knows, that we have got the balance right across the board—fairness for small 
business, a competitive market and consistent regulation. This is what a good government does and that is what 
we are doing. 
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